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IVINES have juftly obferved of 


the Enemies to Religion, that while 


they argue againft it, tho’ it is efta- 
blifhed upon the moft unconteftable 


B Evidence, they pretend that Nothing will f4- 


tisfy Them, but infallible Demonftration ; and 
yet they themfelves {wallow the moft fhockin 
contradictions in maintenance of thofe precari- 
ois Schemes, which they advance in oppofiti- 
on to it: So that no Perfons in the World ate 
conteat with lefs Proof than thefe loud Boafters 
of Science, and Nobody is more credulows than 
an Infidel. 

How far the prefent Generation of Whigs are. 
concerned even in That Charge, it.is not my 


Bufinefs at this time to enquire: Tho” the Na-. 


tion, 1 believe, is fufficiently fenfible how mtch 
Socinianifm, Deifm, and Atheifm it felf are in- 


debted to the Free-Thinkers of that Faction. But. 
| make this Obfervation with a different View ; 


only upon a Comparison between the Behaviour of 
Unbelievers in Religion, and the Behaviour of 
the Whigs in Politicks. Thefe latter demand 


clear convincing Reafons for all the Proceedings, 


of their Superiours: Every Thing we aflert 
mult be demonftrated in Form; and when 
this is done, they have nothing to urge. for 
Themfelves, but either fome trifling Circumftan- 
ces, which no way affect the Caufe, or Lies 
and Inconfiftencies repeated a thoufand times 
over, which are always without Proof, and ge- 
nerally fo notorious in Faét, or fo abfurd in 
Theory, that they abundantly confute them- 
felves. It will perhaps be not only Inftructive, 
but fomewhat Entertaining, to give a fhort 
View of the Arguments on both fides; and re- 
fer to what has been proved on the one Hand, 
what has been /aid, and not proved on the other, 
and what has been acknowledged on both. 1 hope 
at leaft it will not be tedious to my Reader ; fince 
itis not Repetition, but Recapitulation. \t is only 
fumming up the Evidence , which is ufeful in all 
other Controverfies, as well as thofe at the Bar. 
Not that the Comparifon holdsthroughout: I 
pretend not to be a Fudge ; Lam only an un- 
worthy Manager ; and whether I am partial, or 
miftaken, or neither, mult be fubmitted to the 
Decifion of others. 

All who are in the leaft acquainted with Pub- 
lick Affairs, very well know that the Infolence 
of the late Men in Power to ‘the Q-—n was 
fuch, as was never offered to any Crowned 
Head before ; that among many other Inftances, 
the Behaviour of a certain D—ke about the dif- 
pofal of a Regiment was very exttaordinary, 
and that of a certain D—chefs, was fo upon all 
Occafions. That a General for Life was inten- 
ded: That the Prerogative of the Crown in 


making Peace and War was openly ftruck at by 


Votes and Addreflés, and the Prerogative of ap- 
pointing or difplacing Minifters of State, was 
attacked by Remonftrances from the Bank, and 
the Durch: That upoa the’ Change of the Mini- 


sy and Parliament, Treafon was plentifolly - 
pelcsly talked, (as God knows, it is ftil] 
and feveral Whigs committed to Gaol for fuch © 
Difcourfe :. That not long aftet, 4 confiderable 
Number of greater Perfons refufed to join in’; 
an Ad_fs,, by which Her Ma——-ty was on- _ 
ly defired to také care of Her Royal Perfon, and te” 
keep Papifti at a diftance from London and Mk ie 
minfter: That to the utmoft of their Pow n 
they always difcountenanced and opprefled the* 
Church ; by condemning its Doctrines, infring- 
ing its Rights, vilifying its Clergy, upon all o¢>., 
cafions efpoufing the Caufe of the Diffenters, 
againft it, and denying the fam perurity to th a 
niverfities of Exgland, as to tho e of Scotland. 
If they ate not fond of Republican Schemes, why 
( to omit theit Original Contratt, and mdny other 
Arguments) are they always fo lavifh in’ the, 
Praifes of every Thing that is Durch? Why. 
are theirChildren fent to Leyden and Urreche for 
Education? Why this mighty Zeal for Holland, 
unlefs it be becaife they sre ti Dutch Politicks,. 
and a Dutch Religion? i their Calves- éad 
Club is denied by fome o them, it is gloried in 
by others; and after what has beén publickly 
proved, I appeal to the Confcjénce of any Per- 
fon who has feen or heard thofe Prats. whe- 
ther he does not firmly believe It? Is not the 
Author of the Riches of the Chrsftian Church one. 
of their Party? And is not that Book ufed in- 
ftead of their Bible? Tho? they are always fo 
clamorous about the Pretender, accufing thofe of 
being in his Intereft, not one of whom has by 
any fingle Word or A@tion ever been proved to 
be fo; Do they not themfelves affert his Legi- 
timate Birth, and Hereditary Right? When he 
was invading us, did they not make fiich Pre- 
parations as feemed to invite him rather than 
oppofe him? And when that Mattet came to be 
enquired into in Parliament, was not great Art 
and Induftry ufed to fmother it, and fet it afide? 
It would be endlefs to take notice of their. oiit- 
rageous Moderation, their Oppreflive and Ty- 
rannical Ufage of thofe who weré in theit Pow- 
er, and not of their Faction; their bare-faced 
Partiality and Injuftice, as in the Cafe of the 
Abingdon-EleGion, and a thoufand others: The 
great and dangerous Blow they gave to the Li- 
berty of the Subjeé&t, by a famous Arbitrary Pro- 
fecution, and this, while they pretended’ to 
be pleading for Liberty, and declaimed againft 
Tyranny and Arbitrary. Power; their General 
Naturalization, and their Importation, of Six 
teen Thoufand toreign Beggars; their Tam- 
peting with Greg, and their Defign upon 
Mr. Harley, an Attempt which deferves a Name 
too foul to be mentioned. That the Nation 
is miferably impoverifhed, is too fatally evident 


‘to be deny’d of queftioned. And how came 


it to be fo? It is fully proved, that all this 
might have been prevented, and yet the War 
have been carried on to much better Purpofe. 
The Managément in Spain, the Care that vem 

taken 


















ey mined in 


caken to hinder that Kingdom from being redu- 
ced, the Treatment of the Earl of Peterborough, 
the Condué of the Battle.at Almatize, and the 
fhameful deficieticy of phe! Les we paid for 
on that fide, are Points w avé been €xa- 
fill Parliainent ; and Weill know the 
refelt of that Enquiry: What fhall-we fay of 
who knew and fuffered fach Corrnp- 
tiens;-nay, who were themfelves the Authors 
and Contrivers of them ? The Qabal at Gertr: 
hasbeen in.fome meafure ex ; 
that Work of Darknels is not YET perhaps 
Brought to light: ‘Whatever Offers were 
by the Enemy (and greatet could not 
be made) out’ & Patriots were to cor, 
tinye the War til their own Dothinion fhould 
bé effe¢tnally confirmed, and cheit Country beg- 
Bat its own Wealth, and fabdn’d by its 
oO 


Minifters, 


uterelts 5 4 A 
lhfamous’an cious Treaty of Barreer 3 
t ‘We were matty phen ed tea the War as 
Cipals, when we ought to have,acted only as 


ies, which we might have done with- 





we. might have brop 
oc Caniieet ‘inftead’ 
Gd Mortgages : + 
farnuhed their Quota’s, and We have.all re, 
Wpply’d theit Deficiencies ; and as We gain 
new. Territories w olly for them, they have in 
propo: jon {ink t 
rais'd Outs; We. bearing more. of the Charge: 
than all they put together, and they reaping all 
the Advantage; which at the fame time turned 
to our greater Detriment, thofe new Acquifi- 
tions ef theirs being pernicious to our Com- 
merce, aad making thofe we fought for much 
more fortnidable to Us, than thofe we fought 
gk That the War at Sea, where it could 
oe 


of Poverty, Debts, 


ate 


ft fuccefSfully have been carry’d on, has been 
andaloully neglected, and yet our Fleet, which 
isrOUr gréateft Security, has been almoft de- 
ftroy’d : That the Publick has been pillag’d to 
entich particular Perfons, without fo much as 
any Enquiry into that Profufion, and that above 
Thitty five Millions ate now unaccounted for. So 
that upon the whole, ajl the Danger we had to 
feqt from. the exorbitant Power of France, was 
not {> great as that of even a fuccefsful War 
thits manag’d ; and fhould we really conclude 
a bad Peace, That would be more defirable 
than the Continuance of uch Victories. In what 
Guilt that Fa&tion was involved, and what De- 
figns they had to compleat, by ftill keeping the 
ar on Foot, even to enflave their Country, 
and alter its Conftitution, appears not only from 
what Ihave already obferved, and from the Do- 
‘trines and Principles which they openly propa- 
gated ; but alfo from the defperate Pufhes they 
made, and the frantick Meafures they purfued, 
to prevent the Change of the late Miniftry and 
Parliament ; Proceeding fo far as to exert their 
Off Efforts to fink the Publick Credit, and 
rin the Nation they could no longer Govern: 
Like a Garrifon, which being obliged to quit an 
waténable Town, by the approach of a fuperior 


The Wotes and Reprefent ation of 
of Coniytons in their lait Seflions, have 
» that Britain has béen facrific’d to Fo- 


cjally to That of the Dich, 


hat none of our Allies have. 


h 
Beir Expences and We have 


Force, firft Plunder it, and if they have time; 


-burnit, or blow it up, and then leave it. This 


moreover appears from the unheard of, and un- 
natural Spee which they have made in their 
own Perfons here at home,and by their Emiffaries 
abroad, againft any Peace, ever fince a-Treaty has 
been talked of, and that before it was known up- 
on what Conditions: And from their fince de- 
claring that no Peace can be fafeunlefs we gaina 
Point which all théWorld knows,and they them- 
felves have owned to be impoffible : Befides what we 
have often remarked, and cannot too carefully 
rémember, that we never undertook to gain it, 
and if gained, it would defeat the very End for 
which weentered intothe War. What in the 
mean titfie have the prefent Minifters to anfwer 
for? They are labouring to extricate us out of 
thofe Difficulties in which their Predeceffors 
have intangled us: Befides their taking all rea. 
fonable Care of the Intereft of the Allies, they 
are affifting the beft of Q—ns, in thaking a Peace 
every way hotéairatil and advantageous to Her 
Self and Subjects ; fuch a one as effectually an- 
fwers the End we propos’d, inentring into the 
War, reduces the Power of France, prevents an 
Union between the Crowns of France and Spain, 
fecures our Proteftant Succeffion, and the Ballance 





_ of Ewrope, encourages and promotes our Trade, 


and very greatly enlarges Her M——y’s Domini- 
ons. To fe ve us, after fuch Management as I have 
been reprefenting, was, one would think, fuff. 
ciently difficult: But they have in all probability 
done, not only that, but more, and made our 
Nation not only /afe, but glorieus. 

This is the State of the Cafe on one fide: 
Which turns upon Facts either proved by un. 
queftionable Evidence, or fo manifeft and ac. 
knowledged, as not to need any: What do the 
Whigs urge on the other fide? Why, without 
confating one Word of what I have alledged, 
or proving any thing alledged by themfelves, 
unlefs what every Body grants, and is nothing 
to the purpofe;, they /2y, That the late Min 
ftry was the beft in the World, and that the 
prefent is the worft : That we are difgraceful- 
ly putting an end to the moft glorious War 
that ever was heard of; That Prince Evucent 
and the Duke of Afarlborough are great Gene- 
rals; That becaufe we will not be Slaves to our 
Allies, we are therefore making a fcandalous 
deftructive, feparate Peace; That we are de- 
ferters of our Confederates, for being deferted 
by them ; and perfidious in breaking Promifes 
which we hever made. They object that the 
Q——n has difmiffed the Duke of AZarlboroush, 
and made twelve new Lords: They fay we are 
for Popery, and againft the Fannover-Succe/fion; 
the Pretender has taken the Title of Duke of Glow 
cefter; He is coming over in the Countd’ Aumont’s 
Train, Abel Roper has printed feveral ftrange P2- 
ragraphs in his Post-Poy ; 8000 Men are in Arms 
In Scotland; Our disbanded Officers Rob on the 
High-way ; Dunkirk is not worth having ; Tie 
King of France gave a Diamond to a certaif 
Lord, and a Picture toa certain Gentleman. 2 
fhort, they fay We made an unfuccefsful Ex- 
pedition to Quebeck ; They talk Treafon, curt 
the Miniftry, and rail at the South-Sea Trade. 

I have thus reduced the Controyerfy into 
narrow Compafs; let any indifferent Perfor & 
judge which fide has the greater Reafon. 
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